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Devin Patrick Hughes, Music Director and Conductor 

Featuring Dana Vachharajani as Queen Esmeralda 

And Andrew Haller as Neckbeard the Pungent 

Program 

Le corsaire Hector Berlioz (1803-1869)  

The Carnival of the Animals   Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) 

VII. Aquarium

Symphony No. 4 in F Minor       Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

III. Scherzo

Scheherazade   Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908) 

Bacchanale from Samson and Delilah   Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) 

The Treasure of Sound            Hughes, Haller, Vachharajani, Foster, Comninellis 

He’s a Pirate from The Pirates of the Caribbean Klaus Badelt and Hans Zimmer 

About the show... 

Two notorious “Pirates” have arrived at the orchestra competing to find the treasure on their maps. The music 

we hear reminds them of their worldly adventures and reveals clues about where the treasure can be found.  

Who’s Who…

Queen Esmeralda Isabella Cicilliana Saucelita San Salvador San Francisco Despacito: The most powerful 

pirate who ever lived. Is following a map to find treasure before her arch nemesis gets to it first.  

Neckbeard “The Pungent”:  Queen Ezzy’s enthusiastic nemesis. He used to be Ezzy’s first mate and is 

constantly trying to foil her plans. Has some gastrointestinal issues.  

Conductor: Musical Guide. Advocate for the orchestra. Always has the perfect music to depict the stories that 

the pirates are telling. Over the course of the performance, becomes more and more Pirate-like.  



The Instruments of the Orchestra 

Welcome to the world of musical instruments! Musical instruments are grouped into different families based 

on the way the instrument makes its sound. There are four main families of instruments: strings, woodwinds, 

brass, and percussion. 

The Strings 

The four most commonly used instruments in the string family are the violin, the viola, the cello and 

the double (string) bass. They are all made by gluing pieces of wood together to form a hollow sound box. 

The quality of sound of one of these instruments depends on its shape, the wood it is made from, the thickness 

of both the top and back, and the varnish that coats its outside surface. 

Four strings made of gut, synthetics, or steel are wrapped around pegs at one end of the instrument, tightly 

stretched across a bridge, and attached to a tailpiece at the other end. The pegs are used to tune the instrument 

(change the length of the string until it makes exactly the right sound). The strings are tuned in perfect fifths 

from each other 5 notes apart. 

The player makes the strings vibrate by plucking them, striking them, strumming them, or, most frequently, 

by drawing a bow across them. The bow is made of wood and horsehair. The instrument sounds different 

notes when the performer presses a finger down on the strings on the instrument?s neck, changing the length 

of the portion of the string that vibrates. The shorter the vibrating part of the string, the higher the sound 

produced. 

The Woodwinds 

Instruments in the woodwind family used to all be made of wood, hence the name, but now they can be made 

of wood, metal, plastic or some combination of materials. They are all tubes with an opening at one end and a 

mouthpiece at the other end. They each have rows of holes that are covered by metal caps called keys. 

Pressing on different keys produces different musical notes – the sound changes depending on where the air 

leaves the instrument (through one of the key holes or out the far end). There are three ways in which the 

woodwind family creates sound: by blowing air across the edge of or into the mouthpiece (flute or piccolo), 

by blowing air between a single reed and a fixed surface (clarinet and bass clarinet), or by blowing air 

between two reeds (oboe, English horn, bassoon, and contrabassoon). 

The Brass 

Brass instruments are essentially very long pipes that widen at their ends into a bell-like shape. The pipes have 

been curved and twisted into different shapes to make them easier to hold and play. Instruments in the brass 

family produce their sound when the player “buzzes” her or his lips while blowing air through the 

mouthpiece, kind of like making a “raspberry”, creating a vibrating column of air within the instrument. Most 

brass instruments have valves attached to their long pipes. When the player presses down on the valves, they  



The Instruments of the Orchestra continued 

open and close different parts of the pipe, increasing or decreasing the length of the pipe when played and 

creating a lower sound. In addition to the valves, the player can select the pitch from a range of overtones or 

harmonics by changing his or her lip aperture and tension (known as the embouchure). The mouthpiece can 

also make a big difference in tone. Brass musicians can also insert mutes into the bell of their instrument to 

change the timbre of its sound. 

The Percussion Family 

The percussion section provides a variety of rhythms, textures and tone colors to orchestral music. Instruments 

in the percussion family make sound in one of three ways, by striking, shaking, or scraping. Percussion 

instruments can also be tuned or untuned. Tuned instruments play specific pitches or notes, just like the 

woodwind, brass and string instruments. Untuned instruments produce a sound with no definite pitch, like the 

sound of hitting two pieces of wood or metal together. Percussion instruments are an international family, 

representing musical styles from many different cultures.  

Keyboard instruments are a special class of percussion instrument. 

For more information on each instrument, the conductor’s role in the 

orchestra, and our Intro to the Orchestra video series, visit our website here: 

https://www.arapahoe-phil.org/plan-your-visit/resources/instruments-of-the-

orchestra/ 

https://www.arapahoe-phil.org/plan-your-visit/resources/instruments-of-the-orchestra/
https://www.arapahoe-phil.org/plan-your-visit/resources/instruments-of-the-orchestra/
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A Day in the Life of a Pirate

Illustrate your story in this box.

Ye can always pretend to be a                                                                        . First you need 

a                                    sword to wave around ye ship. Then you have to learn how to 

talk like a pirate. Learn phrases like, "Ahoy there,                                   !" and "Avast, ye

                                 ." And don't forget the classic, "Shiver me                                    !"

Once yer have the speech down pat, then yer have to dress like a pirate. Ye will

need a three-cornered                                    on yer head. Then yer will need to stash

a                                   in yer pants. Don't forget to keep a                                   perched

on ye shoulder, and a crew of                                    aboard ye ship.

These will make ye the                                   pirate ever! 

(adjective) (noun)

(adjective)

(plural noun)

(plural noun) (plural noun)

(noun)

(noun) (animal)

(plural noun - people)

(adjective)





Learn “The Treasure of Sound” 

Be ready to sing and dance along at the concert! Music for “The Treasure of Sound” follows. A video of the 

song and dance can be found here: https://youtu.be/s9JnaFCK6io 

https://youtu.be/s9JnaFCK6io


 

Additional Resources 
 Pirate Queen: A Story of Zheng Yi Sao https://www.amightygirl.com/pirate-queen  
 One of our inspirations while creating the show was the infamous female pirate, Zheng Yi Sao. 

The link above gives more information on Zheng Yi Sao and a great children’s book that tells 
her story. 

 Who Was Berlioz? https://youtu.be/AjDNtC5-mvc  
 This five-minute video gives a quick, kid-friendly biography of the composer Berlioz whose “Le 

corsaire” opens the concert.  
  Bugs and Daffy’s Carnival of the Animals https://vimeo.com/51329279  
 Learn about and hear a full performance of Saint-Saëns’ Carnival of the Animals.   

 The Definitive History of Pirates https://youtu.be/siCKjPCrNeQ  
 Wishbone: 1001 Tails https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzqG6cxhjUE  
 A kid-friendly retelling of the story of Scheherazade  

 What is a sea shanty? https://www.wcl.govt.nz/blogs/kids/index.php/2021/02/22/sea-shanties-are-
trending-but-what-are-they/  
 More information on sea shanties with a video example, and an in-depth video.  

 Who was Tchaikovsky? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dlhan81qB0  
 A kid-friendly biography of the composer Tchaikovsky, whose Symphony No 4 will be featured 

on the concert!  

https://www.amightygirl.com/pirate-queen
https://youtu.be/AjDNtC5-mvc
https://vimeo.com/51329279
https://youtu.be/siCKjPCrNeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzqG6cxhjUE
https://www.wcl.govt.nz/blogs/kids/index.php/2021/02/22/sea-shanties-are-trending-but-what-are-they/
https://www.wcl.govt.nz/blogs/kids/index.php/2021/02/22/sea-shanties-are-trending-but-what-are-they/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Dlhan81qB0



