
The Woodwind Family
Each of the three branches of the Woodwind Family has a different
source of sound. Vibrations begin when air is blown across the top
of an instrument, across a single reed or across two reeds. The
player makes different notes by changing the length of the tubing.
This can be accomplished by covering the holes in the instrument
with the fingers or using keys to do this.

Reeds are small pieces of cane. A single reed is clamped to a
mouthpiece at the top of the instrument and vibrates against the
mouthpiece when air is blown between the reed and the mouthpiece. The double reed is two
reeds tied together. The double reed fits into a tube at the top of the instrument and vibrates
when air is forced between the two reeds.

The flute and the recorder are woodwinds that use air alone to create the vibrations. A
woodwind that uses single reeds is the clarinet. Two double-reed woodwinds are the oboe
and the bassoon.

You might be surprised to find the saxophone in the Woodwind Family. lt may look like a
brass instrument but it has a single reed in the mouthpiece that vibrates to make the sound.
The player uses keys to change the length of the tubing to make the different pitches or
notes.

The Brass Family
Early people buzzed their lips against animal horns or
seashells to create sound. Brass instruments also need
buzzing lips to make them sound but they have mouthpieces
to make it easier on the lips. The"mouthpiece is put in a long
brass tube, which is wound around to make it easier to hold.
The tube ends with a 'bell'. The longer the tube, the deeper
the voice.

Many brass instruments have valves to change the notes however the trombone uses a
slide to lengthen and shorten the brass tube to change the notes. All brass players must use
their lips as wellto controlthe pitches.

Brass instruments have a very big sound so you will see them at the back of the orchestra.
They are also popular instruments in school and marching bands.
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Worksheet #2

The Woodwind Family

Woodwinds make music when the player blows into them in some way. Fingers
cover holes in the instrument to change the notes or the player uses keys. Except for
the recorder and the flute, most woodwinds have a reed (or reeds) in the mouthpiece
to vibrate and make the sound. Some members of the Woodwind Family are:

Glarinet Oboe

Can yotr draw the'following?

FIute Recorder



Worksheet #4

The Brass Family
The Brass Family of instruments produces sound when the player buzzes his/her
lips on the mouthpiece. The player changes the'notes by lengthening or shortening
the brass tubing using valves, slides or just his/her mouth. Some members of the
Brass Family are:

French Horn

Gan you draw these brass instruments?

Trombone Tuba


