
The String Family

The String Family is named for the gut, wire or nylon cords that
are stretched over or attached to a hollow sound box. All string
instruments except the harp have this hollow sound box. Striking, 

,

bowing, plucking or strumming the strings produce musical sounds ,:i:

that are amplified acoustically or electronically. :'

ln the orchestra, the String Family is represented by the Violin
Family, the harp and sometimes, the guitar. The Violin Family is the largest section in the
orchestra.

lnstruments in the Violin Family - the violin, viola, cello and bass - have four strings, each
tuned to a different note. The four pegs at the top of the instruments allow the players to
loosen or tighten the strings to keep them in tune. The player's left hand is in charge of
playing the correct notes. Because each string is only one note the player must change the
length of the string by pressing it to change the pitch. The right hand produces sound by
pulling the bow across the string or by plucking them.

Violin
Both a solo instrument and an important member of the orchestra, the violin has a lovely
tone that can be soft and expressive or exciting and brilliant

Viola
Very much like the violin, the viola is tuned five notes lower than the violin, is slightly larger
and has a more mellow voice. The viola is an important player of harmony in the orchestra.

Gello
The cello's full name is violoncello and it has a rich and mellow tone. While shaped like a
violin, the cello is much larger and is held between the player's knees.

Double Bass
The largest of the String Family, the bass must be played while standing up, and has
rounded shoulders instead of square shoulders like the other members of the Violin Family.

Harp
A very different member of the String Family, although sometimes considered a percussion
instrument, is the harp, which has 47 strings stretched across a triangular frame. The strings
are plucked by hand while seven pedals at the bottom of the harp adjust the length of the
strings to produce additional notes. There may be one or two harpists in the orchestra
depending upon the demands of the music

Guitar
The guitar is a hollow sound box with six or seven strings stretched across it. The guitar
player presses the strings, to change the length and the pitch, like the members of the Violin
Family. The guitar player plucks or strums the instrument to make the strings vibrate. The
guitar sound is amplified either acoustically or electronically.



Worksheet #3:

The String Family
All stringed'instruments have strings that are attached to a hollow sound b-ox. The
strings can be played by plucking, bowing or strumming. Some members of the
String Family are:

: Violin
:

-::

Can you draw these instruments?

Harp

Guitar Cello


